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PROSPECTOR SERVICE 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.59 pm]: Yesterday, 29 November, 
marked the fiftieth anniversary of the Prospector service between Kalgoorlie and Perth. It began operation on 
29 November 1971. The original train was farewelled by the then Premier, John Tonkin, and the then Minister for 
Transport, Jerry Dolan. Yesterday, our Minister for Transport, Hon Rita Saffioti, was at East Perth Station to hop 
on the train and ride it out to Midland. The train then continued to Northam, which is where I hopped on board and 
went up to Merredin to talk to a crowd of about 100 strong who had gathered to celebrate the occasion. The train then 
continued to Kalgoorlie and was met by the member for Kalgoorlie, Ali Kent, and the crowd there. Fifty cupcakes 
had been made to celebrate the fiftieth birthday. It is fair to say that the atmosphere on the train was festive. Everyone 
was very happy to be involved. There was a really strong contingent at Merredin to welcome the train. I must say 
that the Merredin Railway Museum is fantastic. Thanks very much to Jane Patroni and her crew for organising that 
occasion. They do amazing work. If people ever travel through Merredin, they should check out the museum. 
Everyone at the museum has done a great job in preserving our rail heritage from about 150 years ago. Thanks to 
all of them for putting on a great day. I then caught the MerredinLink back to Northam. Members, it is really worth 
catching a train to our regional areas. 
I have dug out a few fun facts about the Prospector that I am sure all members will be very interested in. It was named 
the Prospector to commemorate the pioneers who had flocked to the goldfields during the gold rush. When it began 
operation, the Prospector was the fastest train in the country and its railcars were the biggest ever built in Australia. 
We have had high-speed rail in the wheatbelt for a while, members. The Prospector’s journey between Perth and 
Kalgoorlie is 653 kilometres long. Before the Prospector, passenger trains had been running between Perth and 
the goldfields since the 1890s under several different names, including Great Eastern Express, Kalgoorlie Express, 
Trans-Australian Express and The Westland. 
Early train trips between Perth and Kalgoorlie could take as long as 14 hours. Today’s Prospector can do the trip 
in half that time. It is worth noting that it is cheaper to ride the Prospector today than it was in 1971. Back then, 
a one-way adult ticket cost $18.45 which, adjusting for inflation, would now cost about $206. Today, travelling 
one way on the Prospector costs only $93.65, or just $46.85 for a concession holder. The Prospector platform at 
East Perth Station is the tenth longest platform in the world, at 770 metres, and the longest in Australia. The platform 
at Kalgoorlie Railway Station is the second longest in the country, being 10 metres shorter in length. Today’s 
Prospector railcars began service in 2004. 
Just a bit more broadly, members, on the subject of regional train travel—I was quite surprised by this myself, even 
though I live in the area—Toodyay and Northam host 34 commuter train services a week, 17 each way; Merredin 
hosts six train services a week, 12 each way; Kalgoorlie hosts 18 train services a week; and Bunbury hosts 14 train 
services a week. Members, there has never been a better time to get on a train and go and see a regional area as 
you wander out yonder. Thanks very much to everyone who was involved in the Prospector’s fiftieth anniversary. 
It was a great celebration. We celebrated the service in style. 
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